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KYOCERA to Expand Medical Product Development 
 

By integrating manufacturing and R&D operations, company plans to strengthen 

development of medical products including wearable and implantable devices. 

 

Kyoto/London – November 28th, 2017. Kyocera Corporation (President: Hideo Tanimoto) 

today announced plans to expand operations at its new Medical Development Center, which 

opened in Japan’s Shiga Prefecture at the company’s Shiga Yasu Plant in April 2017. The new 

Medical Development Center integrates medical product manufacturing and R&D operations for 

Kyocera to aid in future innovations such as wearable and implantable devices. 

 

The Kyocera Group offers a wide range of products and services in the medical sector — 

including orthopedic / dental implants and electronic components for medical devices. To 

maximize synergies in device-related businesses, Kyocera Medical Corporation, a former wholly 

owned subsidiary, was merged into Kyocera Corporation in April this year. As part of the 

consolidation, Kyocera is currently combining three Japan-based manufacturing operations for 

medical devices into the Shiga Yasu Plant, and additionally established the Medical 

Development Center which integrates R&D activities. Through the integration, the company 

aims to unify manufacturing and R&D operations, and expand business in health and medical 

markets in a speedy manner. 

 

The company is increasing the development team and accelerating the development of medical 

products such as wearable and implantable devices by leveraging its expertise as a producer of 

components. Recent Kyocera developments include a miniaturized blood-flow sensor as well as 

earbuds with this sensor build in. With the earbuds, the company is developing applications such 

as monitoring health conditions while listening to music, and is also promoting the development 

of new devices utilizing the blood-flow sensor. The company is also engaged in a collaborative 

project with Kyoto University and Osaka University to develop a new cochlear implant. 

Furthermore, Kyocera Communication Systems Co., Ltd. — a subsidiary which offers 

information and communications technology (ICT) solutions — recently launched a joint 

research with the University of Tsukuba to develop an Artificial Intelligence (AI) system capable 

of detecting skin diseases by analyzing digital images of a patient’s skin. Through these 

projects, the Kyocera Group aims to create various new businesses in the health and medical 

field. 

 

 

 

 

http://global.kyocera.com/news/2016/1205_nvid.html
http://global.kyocera.com/news/2017/0808_twmo.html
http://global.kyocera.com/news/2017/0808_twmo.html


 

For more information on KYOCERA: www.kyocera.co.uk 

 

About KYOCERA  

Headquartered in Kyoto, Japan, KYOCERA Corporation is one of the world's leading manufacturers of fine ceramic components for 

the technology industry. The strategically important divisions in the KYOCERA Group, which is comprised of 231 subsidiaries (as of 

March 31, 2017), are information and communications technologies, products which increase quality of life, and environmentally 

friendly products. The technology group is also one of the oldest producers of solar energy systems worldwide, with more than 40 

years of experience in the industry.  

 

The company is ranked #522 on Forbes magazine’s 2017 “Global 2000” listing of the world’s largest publicly traded companies. 

With a global workforce of over 70,000 employees, KYOCERA posted net sales of approximately €11.86 billion in fiscal year 

2016/2017. The products marketed by the company in Europe include printers, digital copying systems, microelectronic 

components, and fine ceramic products. The KYOCERA Group has two independent companies in the United Kingdom: KYOCERA 

Fineceramics Ltd. and KYOCERA Document Solutions.  

 

The company also takes an active interest in cultural affairs. The Kyoto Prize, a prominent international award, is presented each 

year by the Inamori Foundation — established by KYOCERA founder Dr. Kazuo Inamori — to individuals and groups worldwide who 

have contributed significantly to the scientific, cultural, and spiritual betterment of humankind (converted at approximately €400,000 

per prize category).  
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